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State may 
scale back 
twin-tunnel 
project 


BY DALE KASLER 
dkasler@sachee.com 


It sounds like a nice, ele- 
gant compromise for a Cali- 
fornia water project swamped 
in uncertainty: If there isn’t 
enough money to build two 
Delta tunnels, why not build 
just one? 

Drastically downsizing 
Gov. Jerry Brown’s tunnels 
wouldn’t merely save money. 
It would also reduce the 
project’s footprint and make 
it more palatable to some of 
its critics. A coalition of 
environmental groups has 
endorsed a lone-tunnel 
approach. 

Nothing is ever simple in 
California water, however, 
and scaling back the $17.1 
billion twin tunnels plan is no 
exception. Reducing the size 
and scope of California Wa- 
terFix, as the project is offi- 
cially known, would create 
complications of its own - 
and might not win over most 
of the opposition. 

Advocates of the twin tun- 
nels say a smaller project 
would translate into less pro- 
tection for the endangered 
fish that live in the Delta and 
supposedly would be helped 
by the twin-tunnel setup. 
Proponents also say a single 
tunnel, while less expensive 
as a whole, would likely cost 
more on a per-gallon basis 
than a twin-tunnel plan. 

Most Delta residents, envi- 
ronmentalists and other foes 
aren’t sold on a smaller pro- 
ject, either. They say Water- 
Fix in any form would harm 
the estuary’s diminishing fish 
population and degrade the 
quality of the water used to 
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LAWMAKERS 
BICKER OVER TAX 
BILL'S EFFECTS 


Battle lines are drawn as 
the Ways and Means 
Committee kicks off a 
marathon session to 
amend and vote on far- 


Teachers, school district 
reach deal to avoid strike 


RENEE C. BYER rbyer@sacbee.com 


Sacramento Mayor Darrell Steinberg is all smiles after brokering a deal with the Sacramento City Unified School District and its teachers union 
to avert a strike after a news conference at Sacramento City Hall in Sacramento on Monday. 


Agreement hammered out over 
weekend with mayor's help 


BY RYAN LILLIS, DIANA LAMBERT 
AND ELLEN GARRISON 


rlillis@sacbee.com 


he Sacramento City 
Unified School District 
and its teachers union 
reached an agreement 
Monday on a new contract that 
gives teachers up to an 11 per- 
cent raise over the three-year 
deal and averts a strike for the 
43,000-student district. 

The deal was finalized after 
being brokered over the week- 
end by Mayor Darrell Steinberg, 
school district Superintendent 
Jorge Aguilar and the Sacra- 
mento City Teachers Associ- 
ation. The parties met for hours 
on both Saturday and Sunday, 


hammering out the details at 
the mayor’s Greenhaven home 
over soda and kettle corn, ac- 
cording to Steinberg. 

“This brings relief from some 
very anxious moments for 
many, many parents and stu- 
dents,” Aguilar said. 

The agreement, announced at 
City Hall, ended more than a 
year of bitter contract negotia- 
tions and rhetoric between the 
district and the teachers union. 
The deal came just two days 
before the union’s 2,800 mem- 
bers planned to strike. 

David Fisher, head of the 
teachers union, said that as of 
Saturday morning, “it was a flip 
of the coin, maybe worse odds” 
that the teachers would strike. 


The union had secured portable 
toilets for picketing teachers at 
the district’s 77 schools and had 
put together dozens of boxes 
with food, drinks and other 
supplies for those walking the 
line. 

“The mayor bridged the final 
disagreements,” said school 
board president Jay Hansen. 

Steinberg, who helped broker 
two contracts between city 
teachers and the district while 
serving in the state Assembly 
more than a decade ago, said 
the pact is “fair to our hard- 
working teachers who are the 
most important adults to ensure 
student success,” while also 
safeguarding the district’s 
“responsibility to be fiscal stew- 
ards.” 

“Forty-three thousand stu- 
dents, parents, teachers and our 
entire community can breathe 
easy this afternoon,” the mayor 


said. 

Parents picking up children 
Monday from Phoebe A. Hearst 
Elementary School in East Sac- 
ramento were happy. 

“It’s a relief for sure,” said 
Carmen Zorick, who was pick- 
ing up her daughter. “Working 
parents with children rely on 
schools.” 

Her two older sons go to O.W. 
Erlewine Elementary School 
and have perfect attendance 
records reaching back four and 
six years, so she had been torn 
over whether to keep them 
home on Wednesday. 

“It’s a goal they’ve been try- 
ing to work toward,” she said. 

As a 22-year teacher in the 
Natomas Unified School Dis- 
trict, Kara Pryor was not going 
to send her kids to Phoebe A. 
Hearst on Wednesday. 
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Gunman attacked church 
amid ‘domestic situation, 
Texas officials say 


relatives, some of whom had 
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PAUL ATTACK 
WAS OVER 
‘TRIVIAL DISPUTE 


Attorney says dispute 
with senator - who 
suffered five broken ribs - 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, TEXAS 
The massacre of more than 
two dozen churchgoers - the 
youngest of whom was just 18 
months old - occurred amid an 
ongoing “domestic situation” 
involving the gunman and his 


© wore nsive 


Sacramento faith leaders prepare 
congregants to cope with Texas church 


day. 

Also on Monday, the Air 
Force launched an internal 
review into why it failed to pro- 
vide key information to the FBI 
that should have prevented the 
attacker from purchasing fire- 
arms. While serving in the Air 
Force, the gunman - Devin 
Patrick Kelley, 26 - was convict- 
ed by a general court-martial on 
two charges of domestic assault. 


ERIC GAY AP 


Pastor Frank Pomeroy and his wife, Sherri, join a news conference 
Monday near First Baptist Church of Sutherland Springs, Texas. The 


was not political. 4A murders. 1B SEE CHURCH ATTACK, 10A Pomeroys’ daughter, Annabelle, 14, was among 26 killed. 
CUSTOMER SERVICE 
i A r Classified 7C Horoscope 7B Obituaries 3B : 
To subscribe or report delivery issues, Comi 5B Lottery mA Puzzles 3B : i 
800-284-3233 or sacbee.com/customer-service Editorials 8A Movies 8B Television 7B 12499 "10101! l3 


